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COLUMBUS, a Viaduct Newa 'Stand. SSI High

When a roan seeks an election to office
as a representative of the people he virtu-
ally, pledges himself and Is in honor bound
to represent thcin truly. Betrayal of their
Interests is an act of political treachery
and personal baseness. If this paragraph
happens to fall under the eye of any per-
son whom the cap fits, he can put it on.

Dies for the new Philippine peso and
other silver coins authorized by therecent
act of Congress; have, been competed, the
silver bullion has been purchased, and the
coinage of the new pieces will begin in a
few day at Philadelphia and San Fran-
cisco. It is expected that this coinage will
do much towards regulating values and
Improving business in the Philippines.

The decision of the anthracite commission,
which is said to be In favor of the miners,
will attract little attention because the
whole event has passed out of mind. The
treat strike which so engorssed public at-

tention a lew weeks ago is scarcely spoken
of now. Even while Its testimony was being
taken by the commission the public lost In-

terest in it and the papers ceased to publish
it In full.

A dollar must look as big as the full moon
to the Pennsylvania legislator who Intro-
duced a bill providing for a series of prizes
to the mother of many children $10 In
cash and a ten-doll- ar gold medal when the
filth child is born, and so on in an increas-
ing scale until the fifteenth child arrives,
when she U to receive $50 in money and a
fifty-Coll- ar medal. . If child-rearin- g is to
be regarded as a commercial pursuit Penn-
sylvania women may decide that there is
more money in raising potatoes.

The circulating medium known as money
la the United States was $2,S33,G00,0u0 at the
last report, which would give each person

if there should be an equal division.
Tbts late gain was in gold certificates,
amounting to 5C0.CXO.000. Thl gold circula-
tion now id S1,005,OGS,723. If the treasury's
holdings are .ddd the amount is $1.252,842.-47- 5

the largest on record. Of the general
stock of money 17.12 per cent, is gold. In
1S06 the stock of gold was 5354.000,000, or 33.6

per cent, of the whole, and the per capita
circulation was This is a gratifying
gain, and It is a gold gain.

Men who are agitating the forestry ques-

tion and urging the importance of planting
trees on all available ground are setting
forth with much earnestness the various
merits of th catalpa. They will therefore
be especially interested in the statement
that the catalpa tree brought from Virginia
by Sir Walter Raleigh and planted in
Cray's Inn Gardens, in what Is now the
heart of London, 13 reported to be dying.
It will enable them to say three centuries
and over is a good enough lifetime for a
tree, and to refute the assertion made by
tome that the catalpa is given to early
decay.

No sooner is the report circulated that
Mrs. Maybrlck is about to be released than
a cold official announcement is made that
nothing of the sort is contemplated. It may
be that Mrs. Maybrlck is not guilty of pois-
oning her husband, but there Is no doubt
whatever that he deserved killing, and it
Is probably this fact that makes the British
authorities so implacable toward her. Your
true Triton insJits that the husband shall
be the head of the house and frowns on
even the shadow of wifely rebellion. To
show leniency toward a wife even suspected
of resistance to this sacred authority might,
the solemn authorities may be assumed to
believe, undermine the foundations of the
British home.

With a view of ascertaining whether or
not the women schoolteachers in that city
want women appointed to the positions of
associate and district superintendents, the
Brooklyn Kagle sent out 3.S0Ü postal cards
to the addresses of women teachers. Of the
cards sent out. 2,734 were returned, and of
that number l.CS voted against the ap-

pointments, while 1,106 voted for them.
The vote varied slightly in regard to prin-
cipals and district superintendents, but In
every case there was a good majority of the
women teachers who declared against hav-- r

Ing women over them. The vote was taken
because certain women who wanted wom-
en superintendents stated that all the
women teachers preferred them to men.
The vote showed the contrary.

The action of the American Window
Glass Company, or trust, will create a stir
in . glass manufacturing circles and per-

haps revolutionize the business and the
market. It has been understood recently
that the glass-blowin- g machines, of which

there has been a good deal of talk, were a
failure. The action of the company shows
that they are not. It has decided to shut
down all Its factories on March It, three or
four months earlier than usual, and to
keep thera closed until all shall be'equipped
with tho new machines. As' one man with
one of these machines can do as much work
as several glassblowers under the old sys-

tem, this will mean the throwing out of
employment of a considerable number of
high-price- d skilled laborers and will result
in a large reduction in the cost of manu-
facturing. This will cause temporary con-

fusion, . but experience has proved that
trade conditions soon adjust themselves to
such changes, and workmen who, by the in-

troduction of machinery, are deprived of
one line of employment, soon find another.

legislative: blackmail a.d
SENATE niLES.

Chairman Cannon, of the appropriations
committee. Is to be congratulated on his
effective exposure of the senatorial hold-u- p

by "Pitchfork" Tillman. It requires a good
lash and wielded by a vigorous hand to
make the South Carolina ruffian squirm,
and Mr. Cannon did it. Ills speech, deliv-
ered In the closing hours of the House, at
3:30 o'clock in the morning, was an elo-

quent outburst of righteous Indignation at
the "legislative blackmail' practiced by
Tillman and at the senatorial methods that
made it possible. He is to be congratulated
on having pierced the South Carolinian's
thick skin and brought blood. Tillman sel-
dom rises in the Senate,, except for the pur-
pose of vituperation, or to some question
of personal privilege brought about by
some well-deserv- ed castigatlon for his own
misconduct. In this case he deserved the

t

lashing given by Mr. Cannon, as did the
Senate also for adherence to rules which
allow a senator of the Tillman kind to
practice legislative , blackmail. The sum
extorted by him for South Carolina, $47.000,

was not of the essence of the question.
Indeed, If it had been ten times greater the
transaction would have had a touch of dig-

nity about It. . People are more impressed
by. a 'hold-up- " that nets the operators a
big pile of money than they are by one that
yields a paltry sum. Forty-seve- n thousand
dollars is nothing to the United States, and
not much to South Carolina, but the meth-
ods pursued by Tillman were as offensive
as if he had demanded millions instead of
thousands. The chairman of the House
committee on appropriations was in the
position of an unarmed man who gives up
his money to a mountain outlaw because
he has to. He yielded, but it was with a
protest against the proceeding that will
stand in the Congressional Record for a
long time without a parallel.

The rest of the country will not be im-

poverished by the gift of $47,0u0 which
Senator Tillman compelled Congress to
make to South Carolina In order to secure
the passage of important appropriation
bills, and it will even be the gainer if the
incident shall bring about a universal de-

mand for reform In the rules of the Senate.
Senator Tillman's successful blackmailing
scheme Is only one of many transactions
that have shown the need of such reform.
It was not the only one during the recent
session, and there has scarcely been a
session in recent years in which the Sen-
ate has not shown its willing slavery to
rules which offend the people and emascu-
late the body of its constitutional powers.
The press of the country is unanimous In
favor of introducing closure in the Senate
and making such other changes In its rules
as are necessary to restore its parlia-
mentary vigor. The Chicago Tribune says:
"It Is, indeed, subversive of sound theories
of government that any one of ninety sen-

ators may become a legislative highway-
man and stop the coach of legislation and
refuse to let it go ahead until the passen-
gers give him what he wants." The Phila-
delphia Press, commenting on the defeat
of the Aldrich bill through another appli-
cation of the rule that Senator Tillman
took advantage of, says: "They used the
power which imbecile rules put in their
hands to vent their personal spite and
wreak their shameless revenge, and the
business Interests of the country suffer
for it." It is virtually true, as the Detroit
Free Press says, that "As the Senate now
conducts its business, one senator and the
rules are a majority of that house. "Wheth-

er legislation is to live or to be assassinated
depends on tho manner in which this one
member turns his thumbs." The Pittsburg
Telegraph thinks Senator Tillman has ren-

dered a service to the country by his
blackmailing exploit. 'This piece of leg-

islative Iniquity." It says, "merits strong
condemnation, but it nevertheless has its
good uses in Illuminating for the Informa-
tion of the people the rocks upon which the
ship of state is rapidly drifting because of
the inability of the Senate of the United
States to do business without unanimous
consent." The Journal has expressed the
same views, and as yet there is not a dis-
senting voice on the subject. The people
should demand a change in tones that even
the Senate will heed.

SO.ME OF THE .MYSTERIES OP
TELEGRAPH V.

At the next meeting of the directors of
the Associated Press, to be held in New
York soon, a petition will be presented by
the telegraph operators employed by 'the
association asking for an advance of 20 per
cent. In their pay. These operators are a
skilled class, being the picked men of the
profession, and their petition will probably
receive favorable consideration, though
they may not get the full amount of ad-

vance asked for. They are not very numer-
ous, numbering only about 200, and they
have no union or organization. There is,
therefore,, no probability of a strike, but
they expect their petition to be considered
on its merits.

The telegraph service of the country has
become a large part of its daily life, in a
social and commercial way and in the col-lecti- on

and distribution of news, but the
mechanical part of the service is almost as
much of a mystery to people In general as
it was when the telegraph was first intro-
duced. There is scarcely another manual
art of any kind of which the public knows
so little, and it Is not altogether a manual
art either, for modern telegraphy, especially
of the kind used by the Associated Press,
requires bright Intellects and keen intelli-
gence. The same is" largely true of railroad
telegraphy, cn the accuracy of which the
movement of thousands of trains and the
safety of hundreds of thousands of pas-
sengers depend every day. The Associated
Press operators are mostly "old-time- rs

who handled the press reports years before
the typewriter or what is called the Phillips
code came into use. Twenty years ago all
that was required pf the operator was
rapidity in transmitting and receiving news
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matter and transcribing it with pencil or
stylus. Now he has to be an expert type-

writer as well as telegrapher, receiving
news matter by ear and typewriting it at
the same thtrtl Moreover, he must knoy
and have literally at his fingers' ends about
2,000 combinations and signs of what is
called the Phillips code. The mastery and
practice of this code .are said to be very
wearing on operators. It consists of words
and signs which constitute a language by
themselves, and which are absolutely un-

intelligible to any but experts. An example
will give an idea of what it Is like. This 13

the way a message Is sent on the wire:
T potus, Ixs, wl krrr to Kevy his itn to ao

Sign t agm q PJp qsn.
Written out in full, as the receiver trans-

lates it on the typewriter, this Jargon of
letters conveys the following information:

The President of the United States, it is
said, will communicate to King Edward VII
his intention to at once sign the agreement
on the Philippine question.

When it is remembered that there are
about 2,000 of these arbitrary signs to be
memorized and that they must be trans-
lated and written out on the instant, it
will be seen that it requires a high degree
of mental alertness. In the Phillips code
nearly every letter in the alphabet is em-

ployed singly to denote some combination
of words, and words are used to represent
phrases. Thus "hog" means "in ronse-quen- ce

of," "kaw" means "adjourned sine
die," and "ck" meins "committed suicide."
Here are the first sentences of a press dis-

patch as it wa3 received over the wire. It
was sent from Chicago. Leaving out the
date line it runs:

A dsx fl at 2 oc tsm nry rekd t sto oqd bi
Cx Smith Bros on Sta str. T origin f fl is
unkn. Iw f3 dgd bi Cx ofc Obrien dily bak
f ofs q lr floor. T flas wr shootg k en-
trance q alley es t awng hr ws in Mas. T fl
dpm trn an er, was eld to thr sto on Madi-
son str es wn t engs arvd t flas wr mkg gd
hedwa d rear prt f bldg cs smoke was isng
fm all prts f bldg.

The operator takes this off by ear and
typewrites it out as follows:

A disastrous fire at 2 o'clock this morning
nearly wrecked the store occupied by Smith
Bros., on State street. The origin of the
fire Is unknown. It was first discovered by
Officer O'Brien directly back of the office on
the lower floor. The flames were shooting
out of the entrance on the alley and the
awning here was in flames. The fire de-
partment thrcugh an error was called to
their store on Madison street, and when
the engines arrived the flames were making
good headway in the rear part of the build-
ing and smoke was issuing from all parts
of the building.

Not all press operators are familiar with
the Phillips code, but a majority of them
are, and familiarity with it adds much to
an operator's standing in the'profession. a
large part of their work Is done in the night
when other people are sleeping, and is done
in a language which is worse than Greek to
the most accomplished Greek scholar. Rail-

road telegraphers constitute another class
by themselves, and their code and abbre-
viations are entirely distinct. In the rail-
way code "wb" stands for way bill, "sfd"
for stop for dinner, "ga" for go ahead,
"biz" for business, "immy" for immediate-
ly, "impt" for important, and so on. Thus
each new discovery and application of sci-

ence gives employment to a large number
of experts and results in the creation of a
new language or branch of language ex-clusiv- ely

its own.
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THE GAMBLING 3SAMA.
A Chicago paper tells an appalling story

of a gambling mania which prevails in that
city and probably elsewhere. . Formerly
gambling was confined to games of chance,
in which the parties who put up the money
played the game. That method is too slow
for persons who are in haste to get some-
thing for nothing. Betting is one of the
present devices, and those who have money
will bet on anything. Once people bet
on elections, races, etc., to show their con-

fidence In their favorites, but now men bet
regardless of their inclinations with a view
to making money. In Chicago the betting
mania is so intense that clerks put up the
money of their employers and lose. Se-

curity companies complain of losses they
are compelled to assume because those
they insure take ventures In stock specu-

lations or in horse race3. It has been dis-

covered by the charity organization in Chi-
cago that many of the calls made upon
them by poor families for assistance 'are
due to the fact that the heads of families
have wasted their weekly revenues in some
bet or other get-rich-qui- ck scheme. Even
school children are beset by the tempta-
tion to spend their pennies in policy, policy
shops being located on the approaches to
a large school building. People pawn their
goods to get money with which to take
chances in games of chance where the
chance of losing is a thousand to one. If
the report is true policy writers are every-
where and reap a bountiful harvest from
clerks, business men and errand boys.

The Chicago paper may "be exaggerating
this evil, but there is good reason to
believe that tens of thousands of people
daily engage In some game of chance In
which they invariably lose, but persist day
after day in trying their luck, losing what
should be earnings, and often taking money
which does not belong to them. The paper
which makes these statements represents
that there is a great deal of solicitude In
conservative business circles over the gen-

eral tendency to take chances by thou-
sands of young men who are employed in
positions where they can take the money
of those who employ them.

GYMNASTICS IX MEETING.
If one may judge by the advertising

pages in the back of the magazines, a
good deal of "deep breathing" and other
forms of physical excercises are being in-
dulged in, but the privilege of seeing one's
neighbors and fellow-citize- ns engaged In
these gymnastics is seldom vouchsafed
to the curious seeker after knowledge. The
persons who are seeking health and bodily
Improvement by these methods commonly
practice the various movements in the
seclusion of their own apartments. It may
be different hereafter, however; It may
come to pass that an assemblage of peo-
ple in a public place may be called upon
from time to time by the lecturer or other
person on the platform to gyrate their
arms, to bend their bodies or swing their
legs at intervals throughout the evening.
A woman physician conducting a meeting
of some sort In New York has set the ex-

ample. When she saw that her audienco
was becoming Unless and inattentive she
briskly called upon all present to rise to
their feet and Join her In "a few breathing
and relaxing exercises." Then for three
or four minutes, was seen a, confusion of
bobbing heads and swinging arms, .

and"
the puffs and snorts of the deep breathers
rose in chorus to the rafters. Having thus
got her hearers thoroughly awake the en-

terprising lady resumed her remarks and
continued cheerfully to the end.

This plan may well commend itself to
lecturers generally, and, above all, to
ministers. The problem of keeping con

gregations awake during the progress of
th6 sermon has long been a troublesome
one. Even the most eloquent discourse
often falls to. achieve this end. so that it
is really no reflection on the abilities of a
pastor ' when occupants of the pews here
and there over the church are seen dozing
peacefully. . "What . they do not hear of
the word3 of wlrdom is of course their
own loss, and rome might urge that if they
do not choose to keep awake and listen
they should be allowed to suffer the con
sequences, but the conscientious shepherd
can hardly look at the matter in that light.
Having carefully prepared a sermon with
a moral ' lesson Incorporated therein he
naturally wants every member of his flock
to profit thereby. Therefore, if by any
reasonable device he can succeed In keep-

ing everybody in a condition to listen Is
he not justified in using it? Let him,
then, take a course of physical culture les-

sons and be prepared to rouse his con-

gregation when emergency requires. It
is true that the habitual sleepers may be
disposed to resent any disturbance of their
repose, also that men and women In their
"Sunday best" are not always prepared
to swing their arms over their heads cr
deeply bend their backs without a degree
of discomfort and a subsequent dlshevel-me- nt

of their attire, but such objections
are trifling compared to the object sought
for. - The sleepers undoubtedly

t
will be

waked up by such a proceeding, and
waked up Is what their pastor knows they
ought to be. On the other hand, cn those
occasions sometimes known to occur, when
the discourse is of such a soporific char-
acter that the most piously disposed are
in danger of being lulled to slumber, a
chance to kick about a little and get the
sand out-- of sleepy eyes would be wel-
comed by the majority of the congregation.
Altogether, the adoption of physical culture
movements as a feature of serious gatheri-
ng's has much to recommend it, and the
New Y'ork lady who introduced the plan
may yet find her name famous as a
pioneer in an Important field of reform.

I'XDESIRADLE MARRIAGES.
The fact that Knapp, the woman mur-dere- r,

has a feeble-minde- d daughter in one
of our state institutions has started some
discussion as to the propriety of prohibit-
ing the marriage of degenerates, paupers,
dependents and Imbeciles. The question is
beset with some difficulties, yet It has a
practical aspect. In logic and in ethics if
the State has a right to punish criminals
it has a right to adopt measures to prevent
their reproduction, and if it assumes the
expense of caring for paupers, dependents
and imebciles it may prohibit them from
marrying. It regulates marriage in other
respects, requiring a license, etc.. and why
not in this? That heredity plays an im-

portant part in the creation of these classes
la well known to sociologists and is too
well established to require discussion. Has
not society as much right to protect itself
against evils from this source as from
others? A Congregational minister of an
Eastern city declared. in a late sermon that
"inveterate paupers, insane and idiotic peo-
ple, and such as are afflicted with con-
sumption and other diseases likely to in-

jure the next generation, should be denied
the privilege of wedlock; and in the abeenct
of suitable conscientiousness on the part of
parents the State has a right to place re-

strictions on marriage for the welfare of
future citizens. A birth forbidden by law
should be construed as a criminal offense,
and the parents should be punished by fine
and imprisonment." If this is not logically
sound, wherein is it faulty? Connecticut
has a law now in successful operation
which reads in part as follows:

Section I. No man or woman, either of
whom is epileptic, imbecile or feeble-
minded, shall Intermarry or live together as
husband and wife, when the woman is un-
der forty-fiv- e years of age. Penalty for
violation of same, imprisonment in thestate prison not less than three years.

Sec. 2. Any selectman or any other per-
son who shall advise, aid, abet, cause or
assist in procuring or countenance any
violation of Section 1 of this act, or themarriage of any pauper, when the woman
in such marriage is under forty-fiv- e years
of age, shall be fined not less than $1,000 or
imprisoned not less than one year, or both.

It Is not known that any other State has
legislated on this subject, but it has been
considered by the legislatures of half a
dozen States. Public opinion is hardly yet
educated to the point of approving such
legislation, but it will become so.

ERRORS I SCHOOL HISTORIES OP
THE WAR.

General Henry V. Boynton, who is presi-
dent of the Board of Education In Wash-
ington, has been looking through a dosen
histories of the United States, so far as
they relate to the war for the Union. He
finds errors In all of them, even the most
pretentious, those bearing the titles of
"students histories" and "higher" histories,
written by professors of history in the
leading universities of the country. Doubt-
less General Boynton is very critical, but
those who write histories for schools should
be very careful to get the facts. Some of
these writers have been careless, very care-
less for men who are professors of history
in universities. Here is the Harvard pro-

fessor of history asserting that General
Patterson advanced down the Shenandoah
Valley to participate in the first battle of
Bull Run. when, as the Shenandoah river
runs north and Patterson was moving
south, he must have marched up the river;
and this geographical blunder appears also
in the "Students' History of the United
States" and in a smaller volume. Again,
the same author says that' Pittsburg Land-
ing was one of the important points on the
Memphis & Charleston railroad, when, as
a matter of fact, that place is twenty-fou- r
miles from the railroad. This same author
says that "the Union force besieged Fort
ponelson for a long time." Grant's lines
were established about Donelson Feb. 13,

and the fighting ended the avenlng of the
15th. Chambers's "Higher History", de-

clares that 7,000 prisoners were taken at
Ponelson. when, as a matter of fact, the
number was more than twice that figure.
One historian says that the sending of 20,000

men from the Array of the Potomac to rRo-secra- ns

at Chattanooga,' whose army, was
short of rations, "was far from an un-

mixed gain," when the men were sent to
Bridgeport, twenty-eigh- t miles below Chat-tanooje- a,

at the terminus of the railroad.
where rations were plentiful.

The book which seems to contain the
worst and mcst glaring errors is that of
Colonel Hlgginson. This may seem some-
what surprising, as he has a good deal of a
reputation in the East as a literary man.
being referred to as the only survivor of the
remarkable coterie of authors which em-

braced Longfellow, Dr. Holmes, and
Lowell. His many gross errors In his
"Young Folks' History of the United
States" prove that a man may be a bril-

liant essayist and at C"n:3 tir3 3 is

accurate historian. General Boynton quotes
the following: '

General Thomas captured Orchard Knob;
General Hooker scaled the heights of Look-
out, mountain, and fought a battle "above
the clouds"; General Sherman attacked
Missionary Ridge; 'and. finally, the wholearmy ascended the mountain side, under
severe fire, and drove the opposing forco
from the lntrenchments 509 feet above. This
was Now 25, 1S6S. The loss in these two
battles was more than 20,000 on each side.

Commenting on the foregoing. General
Boynton says that "it would be difficult to
write in an equal space a more inadequate,
misleading, and confusing account of the
three days battle of Chattanooga than
that" As to "the losses being more than
20.000 on each side, the Union loss In killed,
wounded and missing, including the sub-
sequent pursuit of the Confederates, was
5.S24, and that of the Confederates 6,657."

Again, Colonel Hlgginson says th2t Vin
May and . June Grant sustained terrible
losses in the battles of the Wilderness,
Spottsylvania, and Cold Harbor, losing 70.-0- 00

men in all." The losses due to battle
were but a little over 47,000.

These are samples of the inaccuracies
which General Boynton has found in the
portions of school histories devoted to the
war for the Union. It is but fair to say
that they are inexcusable, and are far from
creditable to writers who hold the chair
of history in leading universities. There
seems to be no hope that these errors will
be corrected. Such being the case, General
Boynton should undertake to write an ac-

curate history of the war period. He
might, at least, write a book entitled
"Errors Found in School Histories of the
War."

Something new In "university extension"
is under way in Germany.' It is in the shape
of a traveling university that will give post-
graduate medical Instruction to country
practitioners otherwise unable to secure it.
There will be a museum, with laboratory
appliances, which will be carried from place
to place, and great specialists and leaders
in the profession will find time to give occa-

sional lectures, while the remainder of the
work will be in the hands of competent
men. The country and village doctors, by
visiting the nearest larger town, can thus
gain a knowledge of latest medical ideas
and processes in surgery which will be of
the greatest advantage to them. The plan,
which is said to have originated with the
late Empress Frederick, has been taken up
and will be paid for by the government,
with some aid from the medical societies.
Medical schools in this country are hardly
in condition to branch out in this way, but
if the German plan is found to work well,
doubtless they will at tome time in the
future. Country doctors are seldom able to
meet the expense of post-gradua- te courses
at the distant schools until they are well
along In years. They have usually exhaust-
ed their financial resources while qualifying
for their diplomas, and often begin prac-

tice hampered by debts. Family responsi-
bilities and expenses then come In to hin-

der their further education, and they are
thus limited to such training as the experi-
ence in their practice gives. It is true that
this Is often sufficient, together with their
reading, to make them skilled and trust-
worthy, even famous physicians, but no one
Is better aware than themselves of the dis-

advantages under which they commonly la-

bor. Many physicians with city practice
are hampered to some extent in the same
way, but they at least have the benefit of
association with men who have come from
the most advanced schools and of learning
their mtheods. Traveling medical schools
of high grade would undoubtedly be warmly
welcomed.

Thus far the question of doing away with
grade railroad crossings has only been dis-

cussed in relation to cities, but the time
will come when it will have to be considered
In relation to the country as well. There
is not a grade crossing In England. There
will be many years before this country will
be as densely populated as England, but it
will be eventually, and in the meantime
fatal accidents at railroad grade crossings
will be of increasing frequency. Eventually
also the question of trolley car and steam
railroad Intersections will have to be con-

sidered. In fact, if interurban lines multiply
during the next few years as rapidly as they
hava during the last few, the question may
demand attention sooner than any person
now thinks. It Is already beginning to be
discussed. In Illinois there is a proposition
to place electric railroads under the Juris- -

diction of the railroad commission, which
would require them either to elevate or to
lower their tracks at railroad crossings.
The Chicago Tribune says;

Before many years northern and central
Illinois will be covered with a network ofelectric lines, doing an enormous passenger
traffic. So far as that traffic Is concerned
the electric roads are already formidable
rivals of the steam roads, which do not car-
ry so many passengers to-d- ay as they did a
few years ago. The alectric roads combinehigh speed and lower rates of fare. The
steam railroads will be crossed at hundreds
of points by the future electric roads. Ifthe crossings are at grade there Inevitably
will be such accidents as there have been
In this city. In many of the accidents therewill be as great a loss of life as there was
in the one which happened recently at New-
ark, N. J., where seven persons were killedoutright. If the General Assembly does not
see fit to put the electric roads under thejurisdiction of the railroad and warehouse
commissioners it should at least enact a law
providing that no such road hereafter to
be constructed shall cross a steam road atgrade.

The question is not a pressing one at pres-
ent, but it will grow more so every year and
will certainly call for action of some kind.

The latest contribution to the wants of
man, . according to a New York paper, i3
clothing "half ready to war.M That is,
the clothes are manufactured only half
completed, leeway being left for such al-

terations as may be necessary to suit in-

dividual purchasers. The customer goes in,
Is shown suits which need but slight change
to make them a "perfect fit," he makes his
selection, the change is made, the suit
completed, and there he Is with what Is,
to all practical purposes, made-to-ord- er

clothlngat least so say the promoters of
the scheme. The plan should at least af-
ford relief to that considerable class of men
who are not of "ready-made- " sizes, but
who, owing to financial ' exigencies, are
commonly compelled to invest In the "hand-me-dow- n"

garments.
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Nikola Tesla is working on a wireless
telegraphy system, by the Use of which, he
fays, "you will be able to put an Instru-
ment In your house and talk to anyone who
has a similar apparatus anywhere In the
country without any metallic or artificial
connection." Nikola Tesla tays it, re-

member, v so do not give up any arrange-
ments you have made te put another sort
of telegraphic instrument In your house, or
delay putting into operation any plans you
may have for the practical working of
telepathy. Nikola is likely to be a little
slow.

The Journal does not know exactly the
capacity of the old halUof the House of
Re;rcjntatlves et Vash'r.ton. but T7herf

its czt cf Cztczz tzzlizz it o r-!!:-
:l

hall of statuary is carried out it. will con-

tain" two .statves for each State, making,
as the States now number, ninety. There
is reason to believe that , these ninety
statues, done by different artists, or alleged
artists of various degrees of merit or de-

merit; will be a somewhat fearful and
wonderful collection, Afi many of the per-

sons selected by the State3 died before
the days of photography and without leav-

ing behind any good portrait, the artist
who gets the contract for doing the work
can v make almost any sort of a fancy
sketch he or she pleases. This seems to
have been done by Miss Elizabeth Ney.
who has furnished a statue of General
Sam Houston for Texas. A dispatch from
Austin speaks of Miss Ney as "the famous
sculptor" famcus in Austin, probably. As
to the statue of General Houston, Judge
Reagan, a prominent citizen of Texas, has
filed a protest with the Legislature against
its acceptance. He says:.

Surely no member of General Houston's
family or any real friend of his could wish
to see him exhibited in that great collec-
tion of statues at the only period of his
life of which neither he nor his family
or real friends can feel proud- - He. who
had been Governor of the State of Ten-
nessee, general of the armies which won
the Independence of Texas, was twice
president of the republic Of Texas, three
times sent by Texas to the United States
Senate, and afterward Governor of this
great State, should not be represented by
such a travestry as the one in our Capitol
representing him in the garb of an Indian
with a leather hunting shirt, and. In-

stead of a bow and arrow for the sake of
unity of design, the representation of a
rword to accompany the hunting shirt.
His great character was that of a soldier
and a statesman, and not of an Indian.

General Houston had outgrown and dis-

carded his hunting-shi- rt garb long before
he became Identified with Texas, and to
picture him in that garb as a citizen of
that State is an anachronism. Probably,
however, there will be other statues in
the collection quite as much open to
criticism.

Daughters of two prominent South Side
Chicago families, under arrest for shop-

lifting, say they ran away;' from home be-

cause they were tired of the monotony of
correct living and had decided to practice
shoplifting as a regular business. They
have now a chance to decide whether life
in jail Is more or less exciting than,' South
Side society. " -

How we are given to figures of speech!
One newspaper announcement has It that
"window glass may drop." Another says
there will be "a break in window glass."
And everybody knows who- - reads these
things that the actual glass is In no danger
whatever of fracture.

Mr. Anthony Hope Hawkins, who has
lately arrived from England, gives out the
Interesting information that the day of the
novel is not past. Unhappy reviewers and
others who keep tab on the publishers' an-

nouncements already suspected something
of this sort. .

:

THE HTTM0KISTS.

The Lucky One.
Punch.
. a. That's Jones's daughter with him. She's
just about to be married.

B. Who's the lucky man?
A. Jones.

Caution.
Chicago Record-Heral- d. '.

Raising his hand, the minister said: "I bap-

tize thee, John Henry "
Thay." the child Interrupted, "hath tilth

water been boiled?"

A Mystery.
New York Times.

Vere do Vere What possessed him to get a
divorce?

Choi mondely God only knows. Why, the man's
actually going to get married again.

One Advantage.
Town and Country,

Mrs. Kingley You say you like colored serv-
ants better than white because they are slower.
How is that?

Mrs. Bingo It takes them longer to leave,

A Higher Ambition.
Baltimore American.

Teacher Little girl, wouldn't you like to be
educated and make your mark tn the world?

--Moll the Waif-Na- w; whatche givin' me? Hit
hain't de eddicated ones that makes deir marks.
Dey signs deir names.

The War of It.
Philadelphia Record.

"I would like to find out bow many Idle men
there are in town."

"Well. Just start some laborers to digging a
Mwer."

"But they won't be idle."
"No; but every idle roan In towa will stand

around and watch them."

Accumulation.
Philadelphia Pre?s.

"I am a poor young man. sir. struggling to
make a name for myself."

"What if your name?"
"Rudolph Albert Augustus Colfax Spinning-ton.- "

"What! And you want another? Get wnlz!
You must be working up a name trust."
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Gems from the Coast.
Pacific Unitarian.

Gleams from a recent examination in the San
Francisco schools:

"Define fathom, and form a sentence with It"
"A fathom Is six feet. A fly has fathom."
"Define species."
"Species is kind. A boy must be species to his

mother."
"Define odorless."
"Odorless Is without scent. A man who Is

odorless cannot ride In the car."

Ills Busy Date.
Judge.

Adam was naming the animals. The ptero-
dactyl slipped into the line and came forward
again.

"Here!" exclaimed Adam, "didn't I name you
once?"

"Yes, sir," answered the pterodactyl, "I mere-
ly wished to sek you how to pronounes my
name." -

"Go look In the dictionary." replied Adam.
"I'm busy enough telling the gmlth's, Smithes
and Emythes how to spell their names without
being bothered by you."

ABOUT PEOPLE AITD THIITGS.
Mme. Melba. it is estimated, made a clear

profit of $150.000 on her series of thirty-fiv- e
concerts in Australasia. At one concert thereceipts amounted to nearly $15,000.

By the will of the late Daniel T. Fiske, of
Newburyport, proved yesterday, JLOOO eachis bequeathed to the Massachusetts Home
Missionary Society and the A. D. C. F. M.

An unfortunate result of using X-ra- ys to
remove superfluous ha?.rs from the face Is
reported from Berlin, where a doctor hasbeen fined $75. the patient's face having be-
come red and her lips swollen.

The largest Indian mission district In the
United States Is what is called the Niobrara
Deanery. In South Dakota. There are
twenty-fiv- e thousand Indians In the dis-
trict, and fully ten thousand of these arebaptized Christians.

In a recent speech Sir Charles Düke is
quoted as saying: The expenditure on
the land forces of France. Russia and Ger-many is stationary, but that upon the na-
vies Is tnereatlng, while in England thevery opposite policy is being pursued."

Senator Campbell has Introduced a bill
in the Oklahoma Legislature for the erec-
tion of a monument to Dayid L. Payne,
who Is credited with starting the agitation
which finally Induced the United Statesgovernment

'
to open Oklahoma to settle-

ment. . -

Henry Phipps, director of the Carnegie
Steel Company, crbo gave Lord Curzon,
Feb. 1. tlO.CSO to be devoted to some prac-
tical object for gcler.tiflc research prcmltins
to cf endurinj benefit to Ir-il-z, and whscn Fets. 8 cava Ldy Ciirrcn. r.;:3 cf the
xi r . r"sk") f ? f-- - vf --- -1

midwlfrry fund, has given Lordfurther sum of jtaooo. It is to bw,?n, a
the promotion of agricultural and fc'w;reducation.

A Melbourne. Australia. Juror rcfu?r(1 tserve on the ground that he had Jjrt
- -

would los- - it again if he failed toan appearance. The Juose frowr' V- Jl
the offending juryman a penny. an'j '

the coin himself.
The Indian Witness says that thr? severy Indication of a great spiritual awak.ening In India, and since the rigors r.r tvJ

last great famine there has hen much ii
terett among the pop, which wa r- -,

increased during the Torrry-A!exa- -'

meetings held in Calcutta. r

Among the many singular provisions !a
the will of Prof. Sylvester Waterhou?e. cfWashington University, was a bequest c
$23,(0) to Washington University, which
shall not be available until the year
and not then unless the principal and ir'fest amount to li.WMW. He gave r J

the Missouri Historical Society in li wtKthe understanding that the principal andInterest must remain untouched until LOi.
The only woman elected to the School

Board in Boston this year is Miss Mary
Dierkes, who Is an accomplished musician
as well as a woman of letters. Miss Dierkes
took the highest honors which the Cor.sc rv.atory of Lelpsic bestows on its-student-

and afterward devoted some time to muicstudy In Italy. She has appeared many
times on the concert stase. and has suz"leading roles of most of the Wagnerianoperas.

Prof. John Bach McMaster, whose work
during the past summer on the "Illstery cf
the People of the United States" wa? in-

terrupted by the death of his brother ar.i
the settlement of the estate, has resumed
his literary labors and expects to place alarge part of the manuscript for the lxthvolume of his great work in the hands c?
the publisher before the close of the year.
The seventh volume, which will conclude
the series, will probably be finished in 14.

The tea used In the Immediate household
of the Emperor of China is treated with the
utmost care. It is raised in a garden
surrounded by a wall, so that neither man
nor beast can get anywhere near theplants. At the time of the harvest those
collecting these leaves must abstain from
eating fish, that their breath may not
spoil the aroma of the tea; they must bathe
three times a day, and. in addition, must
wear gloves while picking the tea for the
Chinese courL

Souvenir epoons have gone out of fash-
ion, and people no longer come back from
Europe loaded down with spoors from
every city they have visited and which
they might Just as easily have bought on
Broadway. Tho antique souvenir spoo
dating from the fifteenth century or earlier.
Is still highly prtted by the collector. The
Pall Mall Gatette records the sale cf a
set of thirteen Apostle spoons of the reign
of James I for $0. A famous1 spo-- n

known as "The Plague Spoon." a Charles II
silver gilt piece, sold for 1IS, nearly

Utah's New Senator Defended.
Leslie's Weekly.

While we doubt neither the tlncerlty ncr
the good intentions of the people who are
opposing the seating of Reed Sraoot as
United States senator from Utah, we seri-

ously question their Judgment. Mr. Fmoot
frankly avows that he Is a Mormon and an
apostle, but declares that he has never
practiced nor advised the practice of polyg-
amy. He says, furthermore, that if he en-
ters the Senate "my. his) first duty will be
to my country, whose laws and Institutions
I love, honor and refpect." Would it not
be Just as well to apply the old mailrn to
Mr. Smoot and let him be regarded as in-

nocent until he is proved guilty of some
actual violation of law? It was recently
stated that a member of the Senate is fre-
quently under the influence of liquor and
that legislative business suffers because of
it. Now the Senate cannot expel at last
it never has expelled a senator because of
the drink habit. How can it be expected to
refuse the oath of office to a man who is
temperate and against whom no utterance
and no deed in violation of the Constitution
and the law have been cited and presuma-
bly cannot be? If there is anything in this
whole matter of Mormon representation to
be deplored the time for deploring it to any
effect passed by when Utah was admitted
to the Union. Now that the Territory is
in the Union It will hardly do for us to
choke oft or kill the majority cf its citi-
zens or deny them the political rights
vouchsafed to the rest of us. We dett-s- t

certain doctrines and practices of Mor-monis- m

as much as any one, but we would
like to be reasonable even with the Mor-
mons.

The Addlcks Dramatis Personae.
Boston Transcript (Rep.)

"Frank" Allee, who has been chosen
senator from Delaware for the long term,
is not Addicks, but worse, he being Ad- -
dicks's man. It is very much as if the
Delaware Republicans had had such stren-uou-s

objections to Robinson Crusoe that
they instructed on Man Friday. Allee has
been the business and political manager
for Addicks for years and probably, hav-
ing had charge of "details, knows more
about Addickslsm in Delaware than Ad-
dicks himself. In the Senate he will be
Addicks's alter ego, even if he does not
resign to permit tha appointment of his
principal by the Governor.

Mr. Ball, who hat been chosen senator
for the short term, is the same Conerees-ma- n

Ball who was defeated by Addicks's
command in November last. Byrne being
et up by Addicks to divide the Republican

vote for that purpose. Mr. Ball is a man
in every way worthy of a better associate.
Plainly the virtue of the "regular" Re-
publicans has not been proof against the
temptations of a deal by which thy re-
ceive the assurance of the division of pat-
ronage and of the next nomination for
the governorship In consideration cf ac-
cepting Allee. The Democrats retain all
the moral advantages of the field, they
having been consistent in their determina-
tion not to yield an inch to Addicks.

Senator Hanna appears to have been the
one who brought the deal to a consumma-
tion. It is a victory that puts him on the
defensive before the country; a triumph
that will trouble the national committee.

Chaplain Wants Attention.
Kansas City Journal.

When Chaplain Russell, of the Missouri
House, prays he wants the members to
give attention. His prayers being pent up
especially for them, he thinks it unseemly
for them not to listen. Having observed
that the members did not attend to what
he said, Rev. Mr. Russell wafted the fol-
lowing petition up to the throne of grace a
few mornings ago: "Oh, Lord. I ask that
those In this House who rls to their feet
for prayer may not continue to read on
their papers while the chaplain prays.
Grant that they may have some respect for
God if they have not for the chaplain."

'The Powers" Kick.
Philadelphia Telegraph.

Now the powers which, in this instance,
is a mere euphemism for Germany are
protesting against making the use of the
English language obligatory upon the
tribunal at The Hague In the considera-
tion of the preferential phase of the Ven-
ezuelan ' question. French may again be
declared the language of diplomacy in this
connection, but it is increasingly manifest
that it is fast losing its hold on the diplo-
matic world, and will soon be supplanted
entirely by the speech of the Anglo-Saxo- n

nations.

Where? He Mnde a Record.
Sioux City Journal.

IL II. Kohlsaat, who retired from active
connection with newspapering Jcvhen the
Chicago Record and the Times-Heral- d were
merged, has now relinquished his financial
Interest in the Record-Heral- d. After a long
and expensive experience In the newspaper
business Mr. Kohlraat will retire with a
reputation as a first-cla- ss and highly-successf- ul

baker.

Knapp Amusement.
Philadelphia Inquirer.

That energetic young man from the West
named Knapp who found his chief amuse-
ment in choking to death his wives puts
our old nursery friend Blue Betrd to blush-Th-e

latter had a grievance, while Knapp
killed his wives for mere amusement. Itis astonishing how little It takes to maketome persons happy.

Quite Likely
Wcshlrrton Post.

Thins? will be strenuous at Buffalo as
lerj; et, cockty folUs Indu!- - in the

rzcVr? cf f-c- !i ctwr cn th


